[Efficacy and tolerability of controlled-release oxycodone against nab-paclitaxel-induced musculoskeletal pain in breast cancer patients].
Paclitaxel therapy often causes musculoskeletal pain, and some clinical studies have indicated that this pain is due to nerve injury, rather than muscle or joint lesion. We report four clinical cases in which controlled-release oxycodone improved pain intensity in breast cancer patients with severe musculoskeletal pain caused by nab-paclitaxel therapy. In each case, oxycodone was well-tolerated and the symptoms of peripheral neuropathy were quite mild, indicating that oxycodone exhibited a preventive or therapeutic effect on peripheral neuropathy. Therefore, oxycodone may have favorable efficacy and tolerability against cancer therapy-related pain with a neuropathic element in breast cancer patients.